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BILL 

For taking an Account of the Population Ireland, 
and of the Increase or Diminution thereof. 



Note— TAe Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in 
the ivritten Copy, 



■jFT-.a .. . ^ ^ it is essentially necessary to the Administration Preamble. 

S 7‘7\X 1 Government on sound and enlightened principles, that 
I ^ C the progressive Increase or Diminution in the Population of 
every Country should he periodically ascertained, at stated 
inten'als of time, for the information of the Legislature, in order that the 
causes of such Increase or Diminution may be accurately investigated, 
and due provision made thereupon, as shall be deemed re(|uisite ; 



May it therefore please Your M A.) ES T Y, 

Tliat it may be Enacted; bt it <S!;nattCti by the KING’S Most AnAc«imt^ 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords theNmnVei-of 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament as- 
sembled, and by the Authority of the same THAT, within that part of 
the United E;ingdom axWed Ireland, such Persons as shall be for that 
purpose appointed in the manner hereinafter mentioned, to act in and 
for every Townland, Parish and Place, shall, at the time and in the man- 
ner hereinafter directed, severally take an Account of the number of 
Persons who shall be actually found at the time of taking such Accounts 
to be within the limits of such Townlands, Parishes and Places re- 
spectively, and shall set down the several particulars respecting the 
same, according to the Form prescribed in the Schedule annexed to this 
Act. 

and for the more speedy and effectual obtaining of such Accounts, PrmtM Copies 
BE it further Enacted, That a sufficient number of printed Copies of this 
Act, and of the Schedule thereto annexed, shall, within PeS'£obe 

^ays after be transmitted, by His Majesty’s distributed to 

43. A Printer onud juries. 



/ 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Grand Juries 
to appoint 
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la take tlie 
Account. 
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Printer in Ireland, to the Clerks of the Peace and Town Clerks of the 
several and respective Counties, Counties of Cities and Counties of 
Towns, in that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland-, and that 
the said several Clerks of the Peace and Town Clerks shall and they are 
hefebv required, with all convenient speed, to cause the said Act to be 
distributed to the Secretaries of Grand Juries within their respective 3 
limits. 

And be it further Enacted, That the several Grand Juries of tlie 
Counties, Counties of Cities and Counties of Towns in Ireland, are 
hereby empowered and required (in the County of Dublin and County 
of the City of Dublin at the presenting Term, and in the other 
Counties, Counties of Cities and Counties of Towns, at their re- 
spective Spring Assizes to be held in this present year, and so in like 
manner periodically at the intervals of years) to appoint 

one substantial Householder in each Townland, in Counties, and any 
number of substantial Householders, not exceeding in each 

Parish, in Cities and ToWns, to take an account of the several matters 
required by this Act, and to enjoin the Constables of Baronies, and all 
other Persons employed in applotting and collecting the Grand Jury 
Assessments, to be assistant therein ; and that such Persons so appointed 
shall proceed on the day of to take account 

of the number of Persons at that time within the limits of their respec- 
tive Townlands or Parishes, and inform themselves of the several par- 4 
ticulars relating to all the matters specified in the Schedule hereunto 
annexed, by proceeding from House to House on the beforeraentioiied 
daVi and continuing such their examination from day to day, without 
interruption or negligent or wilful delay, until the same fliall be fully com- 
pleted ; and from such information as aforesaid shall prepare with all con- 
venient speed an Answer or Return to all the said duestions, according to 
the Form prescribed in the said Schedule, and shall forthwith exhibit the 
same to the Minister of the Parish, of the Established Church, to the 
Roman Catholic priest of such Parish, and to the Presbyterian or other 
Protestant Dissenting Minister (if any in such Parish) severally for their 
respective correction and approbation, and any observations which they 
may think fit to write thereupon, and the several Persons so authorized 
and appointed shall thereafter sign the same with their names and or- 
dinary designations, and attest the correctness thereof by such Signature 
before some Justice of the Peace of the County or City within which 3 
they reside ; and the better to enable them to make such Answers or Ke- 
turns as aforesaid, they are hereby authorized and empowered to ask all 
such questions of the Persons within their respective Parishes, respecting 
themselves and the number and quality of the Persons constituting their 
respective families, as shall be necessary for stating the particulars re- 
quired to be stated concerning them in the said Answers and Returns ; and 
every such Person refusing to answer, or wilfully giving a false answer 
to such questions orany^of them, shall for every such refusal or false 
answer forfeit a Sum not exceeding nor less than 

at the discretion of any Justice of the Peace before whom th® 
Complaint thereof shall be made, 

^ And 
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And be it further Enpcted, That the several Accounts so taken iu 
writing by the Persons so appointed as aforesaid, in every Townland or required to 
Parish in Ireland^ for the purpose of preparing the aforesaid Answers and 'ameTo ti!e^ 
Returns, and also the said Answers and Returns prepared thereupon, shall cieiks of the 
5 be safely delivered or transmitted by them to the several Clerks of the who are to" 
I'eace and Town Clerks of the respective Counties, Counties of Cities 
and Counties of Towns; which said Clerks of the Peace and Town Clerks office of the 

, , • j 1 • I ^ , 1 -1 CbiefSecre- 

are hereby authorized and required safely to keep and preserve the said tary, in order 
Accounts in their respective Offices, and to deliver them over to their 
Successors in office respectively; and that the said Clerks of the Peace before par- 
and Town Clerks shall on or before the day of 

transmit with all convenient speed such Answers and Returns as they shall 
have received in manner aforesaid (together with a list of the Toumlands, 

Parishes and Places, within their respective Counties, Cities or Towns 
from whence no Returns have been made to them) to the Office of His 
Majesty’s Chief Secretary for Ireland ; and the same shall be digested 
and reduced into order by such Officer as such Secretary shall appoint 
for the purpose, and that an Abstract thereof shall be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament within months after the said 

or if Parliament shall not then be sitting, within tjie first 
days of the Session next ensuing. 

y And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where no Return shall have if Return* 
been made, or where there shall appear, on examination at the Chief the sametVbe 
Secretary’s Office, good reason to believe that the Returns made have been 
defective or inaccurate, the said Chief Secretary is hereby empowered 
and directed to cause a list of such Townlands and Parishes from which 
no Returns or defective or inaccurate Retui’iis have been received, to be 
transmitted to the Grand Jury of such County or City where the said 
Townlands and Parishes are situate, with directions that they shall forth- 
with proceed to cause due Returns to be made therein, -under such pro- 
visions and with like powers as have been given to the Grand Juries by 
die aforesaid Enactments. 



And be it further Enacted, Tiiat there shall be paid and allowed for 
the trouble and expence of the several Persons employed in the transac- 
tions aforesaid, for every Return which shall be so made and transmitted 



to the Clerks of the Peace and Town Clerks respectively, pursuant tc 
the directions aforesaid, the Sums following; videlicet: To the Clerk ol 
the Peace or Town Clerk, for every Return which shall be made from 



e\ery such Tow'nland or Parish iu Ireland, the Sum of 
to the Secretary of the Grand Jury in every County, County of a City 
and County of a Town in Ireland, for his trouble in making Out Lifts of 
Le Householders appointed for the several Townlands and Parishes, 
tiansmitting to them Copies of the Schedule and Forms annexed to 
t iis Act, any Sum not exceeding and to the several 

ouseholders so appointed a reasonabe compensation for the trouble by 
^ em necessarily taken, and also for the Expences (if any) by them 
iiecessarily incurred in the execution of this Act. 



43 * 



And 



Allowances 
to Persons em- 
ployed in the 
execution of 
the Act. 
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Ami be It furtber Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
Grand Juries of the several Counties, Counties of Cities and Counties 
of Towns in Ireland, to present such Sum or Sums of Money as they 
may deem reasonable payment, pursuant to the Provisions of this Act, 
for the services hereinbefore recited, to be raised and levied together and 
in like manner with the other County Charges, and paid over to the 
Persons thereunto entitled, upon proof made to the satisfaction of such 
Grand Jury that they have faithfully performed the duties enjoined 
them by this Act; such Presentment being always submitted to the in- 9 
spection and fiat of the Judge of Assize, in like manner with other 
Presentments. • 

And be it further Enacted, That every such Clerk of the Peace, 
Town Clerk, High Constable or other such Officer as aforesaid, and also 
every such Householder or other Person so appointed as aforesaid, mak- 
ing wilful default in any of the matters required of them respectively by 
this Act, shall, for everv such wilful default, forfeit a Sum not exceeding 
nor less than the 

discretion of the Justice or Justices before whom complaint thereof 
shall be made ; and in ease of any of the Householders, or Persons 
appointed to make such Returns, shall by his signature attest any Return 
as aforesaid, knowing the same to be false, such Person so attesting the 
same, and being convicted thereof, shall incur and be subject to like 
Penalties as if he had been guilty of by attesting suck 

false Return, on Oath before a Magistrate. 

And bo it further Enacted, That the Court of King’s Bench, and all 
and every Judge and Judges of Assize and General Gaol Delivery in 
Ireland respectively, are hereby directed and required, from time to time 
as occasion shall require, to give this Act in charge to the Grand Juries lo 
of the several Counties and Cities in Ireland, and to require them to 
comply therewith as the Law directs; and for that purpose to desire the 
said Grand Juries to se'ect and appoint on the first day of the Assizes, 
immediately after they shall have been sworn, a Committee of their body, 
consisting of not more than nor less than 

to carry the Provisions of this Act into effect. 

And be it further Enacted, That each, and, every of the said Grand 
Juries shall present the List of Householders so selected by them as 
herein required, to the J udge of Assize, together with their other Present- 
ments, for his fiat of approbation; which List, so approved, shall be 
doomed thenceforth competent to the purposes of this Act. 



SCHEDULE. 
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S C H E D U L E. 



QUESTIONS to which, by direaions of an Act passed in the Fifty- 
second year of the Reign of His Majesty King George the Tiiird, 
intituled, “An Act for taking an Account of the Population of 
■“ Ireland^ and of the Increase or Diminution thereof,” written 
Answers are to be returned by some substantial Householder or 
Householders of every Townland, Parish or Place, signed by them 
respeaively, and attested by such substantial Houseljolders a* 
aforesaid. 



Questions addressed to the Householders ; 

IVho are respectively required to take an Account of the Resident Popu- 
lation, by proceeding from House to House on the 
-day of 

days immediately subsequent thereto, if one day shall not be sufficient ; 
and they are also required to specify in writing the name of the Town- 
land or Parish in the Schedule, and whether it be usually called a Parish, 
Uovvniand, or by what other Denomination. 

ist. HOW many Inhabited Houses are there in your Parish, 
Townland or Place ; and by how many Families are they 
occupied.? 

2d. HOIV many Flouses are now building, and therefore not yet 
Inhabited.? 

3d. HOW many other Houses are Uninhabited? 

4th. WHAT Number of Families in your Parish, Townland or ' 
Place, are chiefly employed in and maintained by Agri- 
■cnlture ; how many Families are chiefly employed in Ld 
maintained by Trade, Manufactures or Handicraft; and 
how many Families are not comprized in either of the two 
preceding Qasses.? 

[A.P. The total Number 0/ Families in ansxeer to this Question, must 

correspond mxth the Number of Families in answer to the ist S.uestion.’] 

5th. HOW many Persons (including Children of whatever age) 
are there actually found within the limits of your Parish, 
Townland or Place, at the time of taking this Account - 
distinguishing Males and Females, and exclusive of Men 
actually serving in His Majesty’s Regular Forces or in 
the Militia, and exclusive of Seamen either in His 
Majesty’s Service, or belonging to Registered Vessels? 

■Gth, ARE there any other Matters which -you may think it ne- 
cessary to remark, in explanation of your Answers to any 
of the preceding Questions? 



4>.. 

B FORM 
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!FO RM of ANSWERS by the Householders, to tlui O.nestions contained in the Schedule to an Adt, 52*^ Geo. III. intituled, “ An ACT for talcing 
an Account of the Population of Ireland, and of the Increase or Diminution thereof.” 
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ATTESTATION by tlie Householders in Ireland. 




Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Taking an Account of 



